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SUBJECT: SELECTION OF SECRETARY GENERAL OF WMO 
REF: (A) GENEVA 9293; (B) GENEVA 982L; (C) STATE A-4947 (77) 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS REVIEWED POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES IN CON- 
NECTION WITH POSITION OF SYG OF THE WMO, IN THE WAKE OF 
DR. DAVIES' ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE RECENT EC SESSION THAT HE 
WOULD STAND FOR RE-ELECTION. 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS DISCUSSED VARIOUS OPTIONS WITH DR. 

GEORGE BENTON, US PERMREP TO WMO, IN THE LIGHT OF MISSION S 
RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN REFS (A) AND (B). 

3. DEPARTMENT CONSIDERS REAPPOINTMENT OF SYG FOR SEVENTH 
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TERM NOT RPT NOT IN BEST INTERESTS OF WMO IF SUITABLE 
ALTERNATIVE CANDIDATE AVAILABLE. 

4. POSSIBILITY OF DIRECTLY CHALLENGING DAVIES BY ACTIVELY 
ADVANCING WHITE'S CANDIDACY COULD CREATE PROBLEMS WITH UK. 
DEPARTMENT WOULD LIKE TO AVOID CONFRONTATION BETWEEN U.S. 

AND UK FOR SYG POST AT WMO CONGRESS NEXT MAY. 
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5. IT SHOULD BE NOTED IN THIS CONNECTION THAT THE U.S. 

AND UK HAVE IN THE PAST FEW WEEKS COMPETED FOR TOP 
POSITION IN WORLD FOOD COUNCIL, WHERE U.S. CANDIDATE WAS 
SELECTED DESPITE UK PLEAS THAT U.S. STEP ASIDE. ALSO, 

SITUATION CONCERNING TCD POST, WHERE WE ARE SAYING THAT SYG 
SHOULD SELECT U.S. CANDIDATE IN PREFERENCE TO UK. 

6. IMPORTANT ELEMENT WHICH COULD NOT BE OVERLOOKED IN CON- 
SIDERING POSSIBILITY OF DIRECTLY CHALLENGING DAVIES BY 
ADVANCING WHITE S CANDIDACY IS U.S. COMMITMENT TO SUPPORT 
DAVIES RE-APPOINTMENT IF HE ANNOUNCED HIS AVAILABILITY 
(REFAIR (C)). DAVIES FAILURE TO RECEIVE EC ENDORSEMENT 
DESPITE PRESIDENT TAHA'S MANEUVERING DOES NOT FREE U.S. 

FROM THIS COMMITMENT WHICH WAS GIVEN TO DAVIES HIMSELF AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY CONFIRMED IN OUR APPROACHES TO CAPITALS IN THE 
COURSE OF SOUNDING OUT RECEPTIVITY TO DR. WHITE S POTENTIAL 
CANDIDACY (REFAIR (C)). 

7. POSSIBLE DIRECT COMPETITION BETWEEN WHITE AND DAVIES 
SHOULD ALSO BE VIEWED IN RELATION TO THE STRONG U.S. 

INTEREST IN TOP POSTS IN UNICEF AND WIPO, WHICH MAY BE 
COMING TO A HEAD ALMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE ELECTION 
OF THE SYG OF WMO AND FOR WHICH UK AND OTHER WEO'S SUPPORT 
IS NEEDED. 
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8. THE WIDESPREAD ASSUMPTION THAT DAVIES WOULD BE RE- 
ELECTED IF HE RUNS AGAIN REDUCES THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
ANOTHER CANDIDATE WOULD BE PREPARED TO CHALLENGE HIM. 

THIS SEEMS TO RULE OUT ANY ATTEMPT TO PROMOTE A THIRD 
CANDIDATE. 

9. FOREGOING CONSIDERATIONS SUGGEST THAT UNTIL POSITION 
OF UK IS KNOWN THE BEST COURSE OF ACTION IS TO ACCEPT 
THE CANDIDACY OF DAVIES, WHILE QUIETLY LETTING IT BE 
KNOWN THAT THE U.S. REMAINS INTERESTED IN THIS POSITION 
AND THAT DR. WHITE REMAINS AVAILABLE IF DAVIES BECOMES NO 
LONGER AVAILABLE FOR WHATEVER REASON BETWEEN NOW AND THE 
EIGHTH WMO CONGRESS WHICH WILL CONVENE IN MAY 1979 AND 
DECIDE THE QUESTION. 

10. FOR GENEVA: FOR THE REASONS OUTLINED ABOVE, DEPART 
MENT HAS CONCLUDED, AND DR. BENTON AGREES, THAT LETTER 
ALONG LINES SUGGESTED REFTEL (B) SHOULD NOT RPT NOT BE SENT 
AT THIS TIME. IN INTERIM, BELIEVE AMBASSADOR VANDEN HEUVEL 
COULD USEFULLY CONVEY TO HIS PERMREP COLLEAGUES ON A 
SELECTIVE BASIS DR. WHITE'S CONTINUING AVAILABILITY. 
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11. FOR LONDON: FYI. REFTELS (A) AND (B) BEING 
REPEATED FOR YOUR INFORMATION. WE ASSUME FOREIGN OFFICE 
FULLY INFORMED BY UK GENEVA MISSION ABOUT EVENTS AT EC 
MEETING, AT WHICH TIME UK AMBASSADOR JOINED U.S. AND OTHER 
WEO AMBASSADORS IN STRONGLY OBJECTING TO WMO PRESIDENT 
TAHA'S TACTICS. UK MEMBER OF EC, DR. B. JOHN MASON, 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE BRITISH METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE, 
INDICATED IN PRIVATE HIS PERSONAL VIEWS THAT DAVIES SHOULD 
STEP DOWN AND THAT HE WAS PLANNING TO MAKE HIS VIEWS 
KNOWN AT THE FOREIGN OFFICE. HE ALSO REPORTED THAT DAVIES 
HAD APPOINTMENT AT FOREIGN OFFICE DURING WEEK OF JUNE 19. 
FOR REASONS OUTLINED HEREIN WE CONSIDER IT IMPORTANT TO 
AVOID ANY APPEARANCE OF PRESSING THE UK TO ASK DAVIES TO 
WITHDRAW. NEVERTHELESS, WE ARE INTERESTED IN DEVELOPING 
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AS FULL INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE ON THE UK'S OFFICIAL 
POSITION. DEPARTMENT WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE ANY 
DISCRETE EFFORTS THE EMBASSY FEELS APPROPRIATE IN PURSUING 
THIS MATTER BEARING IN MIND THE FOREGOING STRICTURES. END 
FYI. CHRISTOPHER 
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